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SPEECH MOTES FOR THE PREMIER* 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BALLET COMPANY. 15/3/72 
MR. MURRAY BOWLES? 




LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
1. IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE ABLE TO SPEAK TO YOU TONIGHT 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST PERFORMANCE OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BALLET COMPANY AT THEIR NEW HOME. 
2. THE COMPANY IS NOW SOME 11 YEARS AND HAS OVER THAT PERIOD 
INDICATED THAT A SMALL REGIONAL COMPANY OF ITS KIND CAN EXPAND 
AND DEVELOP, EVEN WITH LIMITED FUNDS, TO A DISTINGUISHED LEVEL 
i OF BALLETIC AND ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENT. 
3. AS MANY OF YOU WOULD KNOW THE COMPANY WAS ORIGINALLY FORMED TO 
PROVIDE A PERFORMANCE ORGANISATION CAPABLE OF GIVING PUPILS OF 
DANCE SCHOOLS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN THE THEATRE. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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THIS IS VITALLY IMPORTANT TO AN ART FORM SUCH AS BALLET -
WHERE IN A COUNTRY LIKE OURS THERE IS WIDE POPULARITY FOR 
THE LEARNING OF BALLET TECHNIQUES AND ONLY A LIMITED ABILITY 
FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE IN THE PUBLIC ARENA. 
THE PRESENT COMPANY H&S NOW DEVELOPED TO THE STAGE WHERE IT 
INCLUDES SOME 30 DANCERS FROM METROPOLITAN AND CITY DANCE SCHOOLS. 
THEY JOIN THE COMPANY FOLLOWING THE APPROPRIATE AUDITION AND IN 
THIS THE COMPANY HAS ALWAYS SHOWN ITS FUNDAMENTAL CONCERN WITH 
RAISING AND MAINTAINING BALLETIC STANDARDS. 
BECAUSE OF THIS A NUMBER OF MEMBERS HAVE ALREADY ENTERED THE 
AUSTRALIAN BALLET COMPANY AT THE HIGHEST PROFESSIONALIEVEL AND 
I MENTION IN PARTICULAR THE NAMES OF JOSEPHINE JASON AND 
HELEN BEINKE. 
OTHER PEOPLE ASSOCIATED WITH THE COMPANY HAVE TAKEN PROFESSIONAL 
DANCING POSITIONS IN AUSTRALIA AND THIS IS AN INDICATION OF THE 
HIGH PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS IT HAS ESTABLISHED OVER THE LAST 
II YEARS. 
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OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS THE GOVERNMENT HAS INCREASED GRANTS TO THE 
PERFORMING ARTS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND AS MOST OF YOU WOULD BE AWARE 
THIS HAS INCLUDED A MAJOR CAPITAL EXPENDITURE IN PERFORMING ARTS 
FACILITIES ON THE BANKS OF THE TORRENS. 
HOWEVER AS WITH ANY AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT - IN FACT WITH GOVERNMENTS 
THE WORLD OVER - THE PUBLIC PURSE IS NECESSARILY LIMITED. 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA WE HAVE HAD TO DECIDE PRECISELY AND CAREFULLY 
WHERE OUR IMMEDIATE PRIORITIES LIE WITH RESPECT TO STATE SUBSIDIES 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS. 
BUT NEVERTHELESS EVEN THOUGH IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO SUPPORT ALL 
WORTHWHILE PERFORMING ARTS COMPANIES IN THE STATE'*' IT HAS BEEN 
POSSIBLE TO DO OTHER THINGS AND I TAKE SOME PERSONAL PLEASURE IN THE 
FACT THAT XT'..'WAS I WHO CONVINCED THE COMMITTEE WHO BUILT THIS 
BUILDING THAT THEY SHOULD INCLUDE WITHIN IT AN AUDITORIUM CAPABLE 
OF BEING EFFECTIVELY USED 3Y A PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY AND THAT IF 
THIS WERE DONE THEN AN IMMEDIATE APPROACH SHOULD BE MADE TO THE 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BALLET COMPANY CONCERNING ITS USE. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
PAGE 4. 
13. THEREFORE I HAVE TONIGHT SOME PERSONAL PLEASURE IN BEING HERE TO 
SEE THE INAUGURAL PERFORMANCE OF THE COMPANY AT THIS NEW AND 
APPROPRIATE VENUE, 
14. AND I TRUST THAT DURING THE COMPANY»S PERIOD OF OCCUPANCY IT WILL 
^ FURTHER DISTINGUISH ITSELF AS A PERFORMING ARTS COMPANY WITH A 
FUTURE THAT SHOULD BE VITAL TO OUR ARTS ACTIVITY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
15. FINALLY, IF, AS SIR RALPH RICHARDSON SAID, "THE ART OF ACTING 
CONSISTS OF KEEPING PEOPLE FROM COUGHING", SO IT COULD BE SAID THE 
"ART OF DANCING IS TO STOP PEOPLE FROM SPEAKING". 
16. I INTEND TO ALLOW THAT NOW. ON BEHALF OF US ALLf I WELCOME 
THE COMPANY TO ITS NEW HOME - AND NOW, MAY THE SHOW GO ON. 
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